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You Say Big Cats                                

Tigers Roaming Evreiskaya Province Should Have A Safe Ecological Corridor to 

Make Tours to China 

Establishing a transboundary protected area in the Maly Khingan Mountain 

Range will form additional ecological corridor for the Amur tigers to move from 

Russian to China and back. Such was a proposal made by WWF Russia at a 

NEASPEC meeting in Harbin.  

 

“To conserve rare species we should monitor 

the situation in a competent way and be two 

steps ahead. As the number of tigers in 

Evreiskaya Province grows the creation of the 

protected area becomes more important. Such 

PA will unite the tiger habitats on the China’s 

northern board, in the Taipinggou National 

Nature Reserve, with tiger grouping in Russia, 

inhabiting the territory of the planned 

Pompeevsky National Park. It is very important 

that the Ministries of Environment and Natural Resources of Russia and China 

negotiated the possibilities of establishing a transboundary reserve The Land of 

Big Cats which will unite the two PAs on both sides of the border,” notes 

Aleksey Kostyrya, rare species project coordinator at WWF Russia Amur branch, 

PhD. 

 

On July 29, in Harbin, China, a NEASPEC meeting took place as part of the 

International Forum for Tigers and Leopards Conservation in Transboundary 

Areas. At the meeting, where priority spheres for cooperation between Russia, 

China, and North Korea were discussed WWF Russia presented the results of 

the project on tigers and leopards movement between Russia and China. 

According to the project data, 17% of leopards and 42% tigers inhabiting the 

southeastern Primorye and adjacent China’ territories make round trips. 

 

The spotted and stripped “international tourists” admit no borders, they freely 

travel and live in both countries. For instance, there are not less than 15 

leopards fixed with camera traps in both countries and 19 tigers. 

 

The new project proposed by WWF Russia is designed to prepare the 

documents needed for establishing another transboundary PAs in the Maly 

Khingan. WWF России considers that such cooperation between Russia and 

China on tiger conservation will foster establishing a PA in the Pompeevka River 

basin in Russia and enable this rear cat to restore in the Chinese north. 
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The Russian experience on tiger restoration in Evreiskaya Province proofs this is 

possible if meeting definite conditions, primarily providing the animals with 

enough prey and protection. 

 

New Threat to the Amur Tigers  

African swine fever was registered in one of the farms in Pogranichny district. 

The Primorsky Administration declared the regime of emergency in the area 

and quarantine within 100 kilometers radius from the outbreak. WWF warns 

that methods used in the European part of Russia to prevent ASF epizootics are 

not applicable in the Amur tiger habitats. 

 

On July 31, 2019, dead domestic pigs were found in one 

of the farms located almost on the border with China. 

Animals were kept there against veterinary standards. 

This is the first case of the detecting African plague virus 

in the Russian Far East. In early September, 16 outbreaks 

have already been officially recorded from Primorsky to 

Amurskaya provinces. All episodes of the disease except 

one occurred on farms, and only one among the wild 

boar population.  

 

This fact testifies that the main distributors are domestic animals and the 

materials that are used in domestic pig farming. Wild boar is a “victim” in this 

situation. 

 

The Primorsky Administration has approved a detailed comprehensive plan to 

eliminate the further spread of the virus throughout the region which is 

already being implemented.  

 

In the quarantine zone, the transporting, purchase of pigs, and trade in pork 

are prohibited, except manufactured products; traffic police and veterinary 

control posts have been established. According to the Primorsky 

Administration press service, one of the outbreaks of the disease is localized. 

WWF thinks that one has to be prepared for the conditions of low wild boar 

numbers with all the coming consequences: increased conflict situations with 

predators, reduced profitability of hunting farms and, as a result, increased 

poaching and legal press for hunting on other ungulate species. 

 

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/na-

tigrov-primorya-mozhet-obrushitsya-novaya-beda/ 

 

A Red Deer Killed by a Possible Leopard in Huangnihe 

In August, while patrolling the Huangnihe National Nature Reserve in 

Jilin Province, the rangers found a red deer killed. Its neck is marked 
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with canine t  eeth, about 7cm long. It is likely that it was an adult leopard or a 

tiger sub-adult. The rangers have set up camera trap around the area. If it is a 

leopard, it will be the first leopard found in the area of China in two decades; if 

it is tiger cub, it also shows that our conservation work is progressing well. 
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Together for Conservation Effectiveness 

 

Light up the Way Home, Guard the Return of the King 

On July 29, 2019, World Wide Fund For Nature Beijing Office, Northeast Tiger & 

Leopard National Park Administration, Feline Research Center of National 

Forestry and Grassland Administration and Guangdong Chimelong Flora and 

Fauna Conservation Foundation co-organised the celebration of the 9th Global 

Tiger Day with the theme “Light up the Way Home for Amur Tigers and Guard 

the Return of the King” in Harbin, Heilongjiang Province. A series of publicity 

activities such as singing flash, children chorus and dialogue about conservation 

of the Amur tigers and leopards attracted people's attention to wild tigers, 

advised the general public of the progress of conservation initiatives, 

encouraged people to take part in conservation actions and transmitted 

conservation energy. Zhou Fei, WWF China CPO said: “Tigers and leopards 

conservation have a long road to go. It is necessary to enhance the awareness of 

the public. Everyone should change their environmentally-unfriendly behavior.” 

 

On the day, WWF and its partners initiated the action to 

restore the habitat quality of Amur tigers in China, 

proposing to strengthen assessment of habitats, 

assessment of tigers & leopards corridors and capability 

development in the protected areas, which is of great 

significance to manage the habitats of Amur tigers and 

leopards, to secure the population of Amur tigers and 

leopards as well as to restore and build idea homes for 

Amur tigers and leopards. In the celebration, the sponsors also arranged a 

dialogue session with the theme “All participate to meet challenges", where 

multiple parties joined in the discussion about conservation of tigers and 

leopards. Zhang Shanning, deputy director general of the Northeast Tiger & 

Leopard National Park Administration, said: "We should strengthen the 

construction of habitat corridors and actively promote local communities to 

withdraw from tiger-unfriendly production and lifestyles." Liu Peiqi, Head of 

WWF NEC, said: "Tiger and leopard conservation is borderless, and WWF actively 

promotes cross-border protection and public 

participation." 

 

The event also presented the latest achievements in the 

conservation of wild tigers and leopards to the public in 

various forms to appeal to the public to pay attention to 

tigers and leopards protection and participate in the 

protection actions. Rangers performed the stage play 

Living Together in the Blue Sky with the theme of anti-poaching, which vividly 

demonstrated the process of transformation from a hunter to a ranger; 

volunteers sang the songs Dearest Tiger and Song of Rangers, expressing their 
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solemn commitment to tiger protection; the children sang Painting Tigers in 

their pure voice to the video of the national contest of painting tigers, calling for 

the protection power from the whole country; and the unveiling of the sculpture 

Move Forward Together created by the artist for more than a month climaxed 

the event. 

 

The 9th Global Tiger Day attracted nearly a thousand public and media 

participation on site. With the help of WWF star volunteers, it attracted more 

than 130 million public interaction online, which promoted the public to support 

and take part in the conservation of wild tigers and leopards. At the same time, 

it also demonstrated the results of the conservation of wild tigers and leopards 

in depth, transmitted the passion and vitality of wild Amur tigers and leopards 

conservation, significantly enhanced the awareness of conservation and 

participation of the general public, and boosted the harmonious coexistence 

between man and nature. The theme of lighting up the way home and guarding 

the return of the king is deeply rooted in the hearts of the people.  

 

Tigers & Leopards Cross-border Conservation: Co-construction of Homes for 

Tigers & Leopards 

From July 27 to 30, 2019 International Forum on Tigers & Leopards Cross-border 

Conservation was successfully held in Harbin, a beautiful ice city in China. The 

meeting was sponsored by National Forestry and 

Grassland Administration and undertaken by Northeast 

Forestry University (Feline Research Center of National 

Forestry and Grassland Administration), and it was also 

strongly supported by Beijing Normal University 

(Northeast Tiger & Leopard Monitoring and Research 

Center of National Forestry and Grassland 

Administration), Heilongjiang Provincial Forestry and 

Grassland Administration, Northeast Tiger & Leopard 

National Park Administration, Northeast Asia Sub-

regional Environmental Cooperation Mechanism, 

International Society of Zoological Sciences, China Wildlife Conservation 

Association, Guangdong Chimelong Flora and Fauna Conservation Foundation 

and World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). 

 

The forum aims to display the research results of tiger & leopard conservation in 

various countries, establish an international platform of tiger & leopard experts 

cooperation and exchange, construct a global network of tiger & leopard 

conservation research, discuss the hot issues and cutting-edge protection 

theories and technologies of tiger & leopard conservation research, and 

promote regional cooperation in tiger & leopard population and habitat 

protection, especially cooperation with tiger & leopard range countries 

bordering China. 
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Wang Yongkang, Vice Governor of Heilongjiang Province, said: "The protection 

of tigers and leopards in China has achieved some results: the number of tigers 

and leopards has increased and the quality of their habitats has improved; the 

habitat of Amur tigers has expanded from Wanda Mountains to Zhangguangcai 

and Laoyeling Mountains." Zhang Jianlong, Director-General of the National 

Forestry and Grassland Administration, pointed out “to achieve the greater 

results of tiger and leopard conservation, the followings shall be focused: 

strengthen monitoring, design and build ecological corridors, deepen cross-

border cooperation, and strengthen public education. Stuart Chapman, 

executive director of the WWF TAI, shared the successful 

experience in the conservation of wild pandas, saying: 

"The success of conservation of wild tigers and leopards 

will also promote the realization of conservation of other 

species." 

 

At the meeting, hot issues of global tigers and leopards 

conservation were deeply discussed, including the 

development of feline population monitoring technologies 

and international standards, the study of feline population 

and habitat restoration technologies, the study of feline 

ecological functions, the study of feline behaviors, the study of feline protection 

landscape resources allocation technologies as well as the study of human 

wildlife conflict resolution. The conference also discussed the establishment of 

a global feline conservation research experts network.  

 

Over the past hundred years, with economic development, threats of habitat 

loss, habitat fragmentation, habitat quality degradation and poaching have 

pushed wild tigers to the brink of extinction. The number of wild tigers in the 

world has dropped sharply from 100,000 to about 3,900, a decrease by about 

97%. Among them, there are only about 500 wild tigers left in Northeast China 

and Siberia, Russia.  

 

WWF and its partners have taken a series of wild tiger conservation actions, 

including tiger and leopard population monitoring, habitat assessment and 

corridor planning recommendation, capability development in the protected 

areas, anti-poaching projects, community sustainable development and public 

communications.  

 

In the future, WWF will continue working with its partners on the priorities of 

tiger & leopard habitat restoration, corridor assessment and development, 

capability building of the protected areas and rangers as well as cross-border 

conservation, making joint efforts to meet the challenges in tiger & leopard 

conservation and restore the beautiful homes for tigers and leopards. 
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Vladivostok Celebrated Tiger Day for the 20th Time 

Over 12 000 people marched in a festive parade proving that more and more 

people became interested in the Amur tiger status. This year heads of 20 PAs of 

the Amur River basin joined the WWF’s column as well 

as the heads of environmental education departments 

of these PAs, high officials of the Wildlife Management 

Department of Primorsky, Khabarovsky, Zabaikalsky, 

Evreiskaya, and Amurskaya provinces, representatives 

of the students’ brigades for nature protection and of 

the Amurskaya Nature Protection Coalition of NGOs. 

The students of WWF’s long partners also jointed the 

panda-tiger ranks: the Vladivostok branch of the 

Russian Customs Academy and the Vladivostok branch 

of the Law Institute of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.  

 

To mark the 25 years of WWF’s work in Russia and to celebrate the 20th 

anniversary of the Tiger Day, WWF presented Vladivostok with the exhibition of 

the Amur tiger pictures with the augmented reality (AR) elements. To watch the 

rare video shot by camera traps fixed in the Ussuri taiga one had to download 

the ARGIN application using QR-code, point a smartphone’s camera at a picture 

and finally enjoy the beauty and mightiness of the tiger and perceive the 

environment through its eyes. To get the holiday more profiled WWF live-

streamed the parade and the exhibition in Odnoklassniki social network while in 

WWF’s account new videos of the Amur tiger taken by camera traps were loaded. 

 

According to Peter Osipov, head of the WWF Russia Amur branch, “In two years 

the Tiger Day will become even more important for Vladivostok and the whole 

Russia as in 2022 Vladivostok will be holding the International Tiger Summit. 

High rank officials from 13 tiger range countries will come our end to discuss 

what else should be done on the international level for tiger conservation”. 

 

Successfully Developing Environment-friendly Business  

WWF-Mongolia focuses on the implementation of community-based natural 

resource management. There are many initiatives in this 

area, one of which is the "Worker Bee" project. This small 

project is being implemented by Z.Oyuntuya in Khar Yamaat 

nature resource, a resident of Bayan-Ovoo soum of Khentii 

province, and she currently has five bee hives which is 

supported by WWF-Mongolia. There was a reason why she 

was chosen. Over 6 years ago, the lady started planting fruit 

trees such as seabuckthorn, red currant, blackcurrant, cherry 

and raspberry to ensure her household needs and shared her findings with 

neighbors and the one who approached her. She is very experienced in growing 

and planting.  
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Oyuntuya said "I learned from bee farmers and since it’s an environmentally 

friendly business, my family is supporting too. I'm happy to improve my 

livelihood. I will continue to share this knowledge with local people especially 

young ones."  

 

Her efforts are paying off. As of July 2019, she had collected 25kg of pure natural 

honey. Local people are also willing to buy from her. Z.Oyuntuya is planning to 

supply honey to the school and kindergarten. Two years later, 5 bee hives will be 

returned and she is planning to have her own bee farm. 

 

The first Russian-Mongolian Ranger Competition Took Place in the Sources of 

the Amur River 

On September 16 - 19 with the support of WWF. More than 50 state inspectors 

representing teams of the Russian PAs of 

Zabaikalsky Province as well as Onon-Balj National 

Park (Mongolia) took part in the event. The 

international competition of inspectors is the 

attempt to unite approaches of rare species 

protection in planned trans boundary protected 

area “The Sources of the Amur River”, which will 

provide an integrated protection of the Upper Amur 

ecosystems. The Sokhondo Nature Reserve and 

Onon-Baldj National Park share the border, and the 

inspectors of these protected areas stand together 

guarding Mongolian gazelle, crane, salmon species and fight fires. Such 

competitions and an informal exchange of experience are very important for 

effective and coordinated work. The competitors solved tests tried to find a 

poacher and issue a protocol, and to stop the fire. The 1st three pales were taken 

by the Russian teams; Onon-Baldj National Park was awarded with competition 

certificates. 

 

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/pervye-

mezhdunarodnye-sorevnovaniya-gosudarstvennykh-inspektorov-oopt-

sostoyalis-v-istokakh-amura-/ 

 

A Modern Tourist Complex Is Being Constructed in the Udege Legend National 

Park 

WWF Russia together with the administration of the Udege Legend 

National Park are creating a modern tourist infrastructure in the Park 

on the banks of the Bolshaya Ussurka River. To implement this project, 

we recruited employees from the Department of Tourism and 

Ecology of the International Institute of Tourism and Hospitality who 

already have experience in planning recreational and tourist 

activities in the Bikin and Land of the Leopard National Parks. 
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Several comfortable houses for tourists with autonomous power supply, sewage 

and the possibility for all seasons stay is now underway in the Udege Legend 

National Park in Primorsky province with WWF support. 

The construction of the tourist complex is a landmark event for the Park. Each 

year, 1,500 tourists visit the area however, the demand is much higher, especially 

in the peak of the fishing season. With the construction of the tourist complexes, 

the situation will change, the tourist flow will increase by 2-3 times.  

 

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/v-

natsionalnom-parke-udegeyskaya-legenda-vozvoditsya-sovremennyy-turistskiy-

kompleks-/ 

 

Field School for Environmental Journalists The Living Taiga Gathered 

Likeminded People for the 13th Time 

The field school became a climax of the like-named XIII Far Eastern Contest 

where all the winners, laureates, jury, selection committee, and 

experts of conservation organizations from Primorsky, 

Khabarovsky, Zabaikalskaya, Amurskaya, Evreiskaya Provinces – 

50 people all together – met to share their unique experience 

and be trained  

 

different aspects and new tendencies of environmental 

journalism. Among the topics of the discussion were: Where 

WWF needs the help of mass media; What is the role of the 

Russian Government in the Amur tiger conservation; Travel journalism in 

Primorye: who needs it and why we still do this; Strong and Week Sides of the 

nature-conservation-related materials in printed mass media; What we mean 

when saying the documentary is ready, all is left is just do it etc. 

Traditionally the event was supported by WWF and the Amur Tiger Centre. 

 

International Tiger and Leopard Conservation Conference Held in Harbin 

On 30th Sep, International Tiger and Leopard Conservation 

Conference was held in Harbin. The conference was hosted by the 

State Forestry and Grassland Administration, organized by 

Northeast Forestry University, and supported by WWF. Meng 

Xianlin, director of international cooperation division, reviewed the 

development and latest progress of the Harbin Agreement, which 

were issued in July’s international tiger and leopard cross-border 

conservation seminar. The statement has specified the 

conservation work in four major areas, including cross-border 

conservation, habitat recovery, challenges and difficulties, etc. 
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When the Belt Is Green 

 

Two Oriental Storks Release into the Wild after Rehabilitation 

A pair of Oriental storks was placed to the Rehabilitation Center in early July. 

Exhausted chicks were picked up from a crashed nest and rescued by local 

people. By that time the birds have not yet taken wing, so any 

predator was a danger to them. After that, the rangers from 

the Primorsky Wildlife Management Department transported 

little birds to the Rehabilitation Centre in Alekseevka. After a 

month of rehabilitation the storks were released into the wild 

and tagged with GPS transmitters. Two more rare birds were 

tagged with transmitters and rings and release into the wild in 

Evreiskaya Province in the stork concentration area. The radio 

transmitters provided by WWF-Russia will help trace their 

further routes with maximum accuracy. 

 

have joined the group of 86 storks in the Amur River basin this summer. After 

20 years, WWF jointly with partners in Russia and China has revived a program 

to study the migratory routes of the Oriental stork. Thanks to new 

technologies, we will be able to track the further migrations of these birds.” 

 

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/dva-

dalnevostochnykh-aista-vypushcheny-posle-reabilitatsii-na-volyu-v-eao-/ 

 

80 Oriental Storks were Fitted with GPS Trackers  

 In the Amur River Basin 80 Oriental Storks were Fitted with GPS Trackers and 

rings in Amurskaya, Evreiskaya, Primorsky and Khabarovsky provinces with the 

support of WWF Russia. Radio tags will help to trace 

migration routes of the rare birds to winter “apartments” 

from the Russian Far East to China. 

 

The tracking of the Oriental stork turned out successful 

due to the survey which was carried out on model 

territories in the Amur basin in May and June. This work 

helped to identify a great number of new inhabited 

nests. For example, only in the Amursky Wildlife Refuge, 

the number of inhabited nests has increased from 23 to 

29. And in general, more than 80 new nests have been 

found in the Amur basin this year, and this is fantastic! Now, one of the priority 

tasks for the species conservation is creating the conditions for successful 

nesting and preservation of the nutritive base of the Oriental stork. 

 

Anton Sasin, PhD, coordinator of the program for the Oriental stork 

conservation in NGO AmurSEU shares his story about the tracking work: “Most 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/dva-dalnevostochnykh-aista-vypushcheny-posle-reabilitatsii-na-volyu-v-eao-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/dva-dalnevostochnykh-aista-vypushcheny-posle-reabilitatsii-na-volyu-v-eao-/
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often, having examined the territory and the nest with a drone, we have to 

leave the car on the road, and keep going on foot knee-deep in a swamp with a 

ladder, backpacks with equipment, fighting off mosquitoes and midges. Then, 

after setting the ladder, we climb into the nest, gently pull out chicks of the 

right size and physical condition, put them in the cradle, lower it down on the 

ground, measure the length of the body, beak, wing and other morphological 

parameters, fix the ring on the bird’s leg, mount the GPS transmitter on the 

back of the bird and, just as carefully and safely, return this feathered 

kindergarten back to the parents’ nest. Not all the chicks are easily given into 

the hands of researchers: some individual long-legged birds, who still fly badly 

and must be returned to the nest, are trying to run away. And judging by the 

bruises on our bodies, the beaks of the young birds are already very strong.” 

 

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/v-basseyne-

amura-pometili-peredatchikami-80-dalnevostochnykh-aistov/ 

 

Young Environmentalists from Four Countries Gathered together in the Year 

for the Salmon 

In the Year for the Salmon young environmentalists from four countries 

gathered together to discuss issues of protection of the water reservoirs and 

their inhabitants.  

Over 100 kids from Russia, China, South Korea, and 

Japan came to Khabarovsk on August 6-7 to participate 

in the eco symposium The Water is Life! 

It was organized by the Khabarovsky Province Ministry of 

Natural Resources and the Ministry of Education and 

Science with the support of WWF and the Fund for Wild 

Animals. The symposium is held annually on a rotating 

basis in the four countries. 

The kids discussed the topic-related issues, made 

papers’ presentations, visited the Amur River, crafted 

earthenware figures of fish, bracelets, painted the wooden spoons, and a large 

model of salmon, the symbol of the Symposium. 

 

Teachers from Eco Clubs Shared Their Achievements       

WWF-Mongolia focuses on involving children in conservation and supports eco 

club activities. The role of teachers is very important for stable and 

successful function of eco clubs. For this reason, WWF-Mongolia 

regularly organizes joint trainings and meetings to enhance capacity 

of the eco club teachers. Within this framework, Onon River Basin 

eco club teachers meeting was organized by WWF-Mongolia in 

cooperation with partners in August 2019. The meeting included 

representatives of the 25 eco club teachers from the Khentii 

province secondary schools, and representatives from Environment 
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and Tourism Agency and Kherlen River Basin Authority. 

 

At this meeting, eco club teachers introduced their experiences and 

achievements to newly established eco clubs. Teachers presented on many 

interesting topics, such as the importance of having an eco club and the 

students’ involvement in “Plastic free Kherlen” campaign really caught 

participant’s attention. The eco club activity is very important in the 

implementation of education for sustainable development, therefore all the 

soum (county) schools have agreed to establish eco clubs and to submit their 

annual action plan to the Province Education and Culture Department. In 

addition, they will focus on eco club experience exchanges and improving the 

knowledge of teachers. 

 

The local administration's support is vital to the success of eco club activities. 

Therefore, experts from the Education and Culture Department will be 

introducing the work and achievements of the eco clubs to Province 

authorities. 

 

New Members of the Students’ Brigades on Nature Conservation Are Ready 

to Run New Projects 

A traditional, 17th field school for the members of the students’ brigades on 

nature conservation active in the Amur River basin was held in Amurskaya 

Province on August 1-9. It was organized with the help of 

WWF Russia in partnership with the Socio-Ecological Union. 

18 students from six brigades were among the participants. 

They studied the basics of public awareness and scientific 

activities, nature protection regulations, fundraising, 

networking, cooperation with mass media and social 

networks. Also they learned how to organize and conducts 

field raids, how the PAs are created, what are the chances 

for the brigades to do public monitoring and forest fire 

prevention, got acquainted with the facts of biology of 

cranes and pacific salmon. Besides, the students elaborated working plans for 

2019, designed layouts for the salmon- and crane-related leaflets and learnt 

how to write grants proposals. 

 

The Sources of the Amur River Rally Held in the Year of the Salmon  

The international children's environmental rally “Sources of the Amur River” 

took place in the Sokhondinsky Nature Reserve (Zabaikalsky Province). It 

gathered schoolchildren from Russia and Mongolia, the winners of the 

international contest of creativity “Crystal waters of the Amur sources”. 

Russian and Mongolian schoolchildren know a lot about salmon species living 

in their rivers: taimen, lenok, grayling. It is a great honor for the students from 

both countries to attend this event and a high reward for their environmental 
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work during the year.  

The program of the rally included a lot of activities such as 

workshops on making fish figures from cold porcelain, watching 

the documentary "The Sources of the Amur River", interactive 

games on environmental topics, for guests from Mongolia – the 

introduction to the Russian culture. 

The sources of the Amur can only be preserved by joint efforts of 

the two countries. Therefore, WWF-Russia and WWF-Mongolia 

support transboundary cooperation between protected areas - 

the Sokhondinsky Nature Reserve and the Onon-Balj National Park that have 

been cooperating for more than 15 years. 

 

More details are here: 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/mezhdunarodnyy-slet-pod-znakom-

goda-lososya/ 

 

Eco Club Students’ Successful Field Trip  

Eco club students went for a field trip to the lake Binder of Khurkh-Khuiten 

Valley on June 1, 2019 with a support from WWF-Mongolia. During their first 

trip, students have observed 6 species of water birds and 

rebuilt the fenced area of the lake head water.    

 

The second trip was organized on 22 September 2019 at the 

wetland of lake Binder, which is a main breeding area for water 

birds. During this trip, students observed about 5 species of 

over 200 water birds.  

 

One thing that caught the attention of the students was the 

fence protecting the lake. The children clarified from the local 

herders why the fence was breaking up, and how the fence protects the lake 

effectively. "Fencing the lake increases the water level. But we need to build a 

more durable fence, and the existing fence is collapsing because of a herd of 

livestock" said the herders.  

According to the eco club students, there are a large number of dogs around 

the lake Binder which belong to the herders. The dogs are danger to the water 

bird eggs destruction. Therefore, herders agreed to raise awareness for this 

problem. Also, the lake security guard is to be chosen after a survey among 

herders.  

 

The eco club students did not just observe, but they developed a curriculum 

named “Lake birds” and the eco club’s annual work plan. Furthermore, the 

crane conservation program will be extended to peer groups. 

 

Salmon Marathon Green Light for the Red Fish Moves up the Amur River 
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100 plush salmon started the journey along the Amur 

from its estuary on September 12 imitating the route 

the real salmon species cover every year until they reach 

their spawning grounds. In the International Year for the 

Salmon seven PAs and nine NGOs of the Amur River 

basin take part in the variety of events. Within one 

month they monitor the movement of the autumn 

salmon and meet the symbolic plush fish in the cities 

where the marathon takes place. The participants of the 

event meet the toys in different ways: with festivals, 

master classes, dancing flash mobs, eco games, racing competitions, and photo 

exhibitions. 

 

Out of 100 plush toys that started the marathon in Nikolaevsk-na-Amure only 

25 have reached Komsomolsk-na-Amure which reflects the real situation with 

salmon in Amur. More than half of the autumn salmon are caught by fishermen 

in the low reaches on allowable limits. The goal of the marathon is to draw 

attention of the public and responsible agencies to take measures for the 

control of the catch and distribution of the fishing pressure in the Amur. First of 

all it is necessary to monitor the real filling of the spawning grounds after 

fishing activities. 
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Technology Is Great 

KEDR, the System of Satellite Monitoring, Will Be Put into Service in 

Primorsky Province  

Primorsky Province Administration made a decision to replicate 

successful track records of the System developed with 

WWF’s help in other provincial forestry units. This is 

that particular decision WWF was striving for when 

putting KEDR in a test operation in the southern 

Primorye. The system register all changes of the forest 

canopy configuration from space thus significantly 

easing the fight against illegal logging. The provincial 

Administration plans to purchase 35 drones for 11 

forestry units while WWF schedules theoretical 

seminars and field trainings for the Forestry Department’s staff.  

 

In 2019, over the first six months both in Khabarovsky and Primorsky 

Provinces 15 illegal logging sites were revealed with a total timber 

volume of 1400 cubic meters and the damage of over 600K euros. Over 

two years, in four test forestry units KEDR helped reveal 73 illicit logging 

sites with a total timber volume of 5 814,2 cubic meters and the damage 

of 10,5 million euros. In 2018, the WWF Russia Amur Branch got an 

award from the Open Government for the KEDR. 

 

Biotechnical Measures for Wildlife   

A heavy snowfall during winter is likely to cause food shortage for the 

wildlife. In such circumstances, biotechnical measures 

are important. Particularly, it is very important to pick 

specific sites and prepare in advance. Therefore, 

Onon Balj National Park administration took a 

biotechnical measurement in the buffer zones in 

August 2019 in collaboration with rangers and local 

communities. The team prepared some salt and bran 

for wildlife. Afterwards, they set-up automat cameras 

in five monitoring points, where they recorded a red 

deer (Cervus elaphus L.,) and roe deer (Capreolus pygardus P.,) that 

were eating the bran. The funds spent on this biotechnological measure 

were supported by the fee from natural resource use.  
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Brief News 

Berkut, the Students’ Brigade on Nature Conservation, Impressed the Experts 

of the All-Russia Youth Forum 

The students from Berkut participated in a ten-days-long Forum VOSTOK and 

were won a grand to be submitted by the Federal Agency on 

Youth Affairs. The project developed and presented by 

Berkut is designed to attract young people into the 

professional nature conservation activities. Berkut is one of 

six brigades working in the Amur River basin. All of them 

were formed with the support of WWF several years ago. The 

activities the students implement are analogue to the efforts 

of the PAs’s staff and thus regarded a good practice for the 

students. 

 

First Wild Musk Deer Carema Trap in Lesser Xing’an Mountain in China 

Recently, the first wild musk deer photo were trapped in Heilongjiang 

Langxiang National Nature Reserve. Wild musk 

deers are extremely rare in China. As shown in 

the image, the lower shoulder and higher hip is 

the typical posture of a musk deer. This is the 

first musk deer cameral trap in several decades 

in Lesser Xing'an Mountain, indicating tiger preys 

are recovering in tiger habitat. 

 

A Falling-over Roe Deer Attracted Millions of Fans 

WWF NEC has published a roe deer falling over in 

Hunchun nature reserved. The short video clip has 

viewed and liked by 1 million fans online and has been 

forwarded 25,000 times on WWF Weibo. Now it ranked 

the second hottest release on WWF Weibo. Mote than 

6500 comments were received on Weibo. The fans 

commented:” a stupid roe deer is my favorite animal; 

the deer got up and wondered ’where am I? Who I 

am?’.” 

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Selenge Gantumur, communication manager, WWF-Mongolia, selenge@wwf.mn 

Yulia Fomenko, communication manager, WWF-Russia, yfomenko@wwf.ru 

Chen Xu, senior communication officer, WWF-China, chenxu@wwf-opf.org 

 


